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TBA Bulletin # 48 

WeekGoneBy- August 11 –17, 2021 

Tech – Google to block target-advertisements for below 18 users on the basis of age, gender 

or interests. 

A complaint accusing Facebook of unfair use of the content has been filed by three Australian 

lifestyle content publishers. 

Antitrust – Multiple independent sellers to sell on Amazon’s platform after discontinuation of 
Cloudtail business ensuring no abuse of dominance by one seller. 

Facebook may have to sell its recent acquisition of Giphy over UK CMA’s initial investigation 
which revealed possible harm to the competition in the display advertising market. 

A bill to bar big app stores from requiring app providers to use their payment systems has 

been introduced by the US lawmakers. 

McDonald’s faces Italian antitrust regulators probe after complaint filed by various franchise 

operators over different terms of the franchise agreement indicating abusive conduct by the 

US fast food -chain. 

BFSI– The General Insurance Business (Nationalisation) Amendment Bill, 2021 for 

privatisation of state-run general insurance companies got parliamentary assent after Rajya 

Sabha passed it. 

State- owned Life Insurance Corporation to be listed by the Indian Government by the end of 

this Fiscal Year. 

Taxation – Indian Government brings The Taxation laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 which seeks 

to nullify tax claims based on retrospective use. 

Arbitration – Future Group has filed an SLP against the March 2021 Delhi HC order putting on 

hold the Future Group’s deal to sell its retail assets to Reliance Retail. 

Airbnb to enforce new arbitration rules for sexual harassment matters enabling ‘survivors’ or 
victims of sexual harassment and assault to bring their claims in any format other than 

Arbitration.

  

TECH 

INTERNATIONAL 

Google Restricts Advertisement 

Targeting of Under-18 Users Based on 

Age, Gender, or Interests  

• Alphabet's Google is blocking ad 

targeting based on the age, gender or 

interests of people under 18. 

• It also said it would turn off its "location 

history" feature, which tracks location 

data, for users under 18 globally. It will 

further expand the types of age-

sensitive advertisement categories that 

are blocked for users up to 18 and will 

turn on safe searching filters for users 

up to that age. 

• Google is introducing a new policy for 

all under-18s and their parents or 

guardians to request the removal of the 

young person's images from Google 

Image search results, the company 
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said in a blog post, as part of several 

changes regarding young users. 

• Google's video-streaming site 

YouTube said it would in the coming 

weeks change the default upload 

setting to its most private option for 

teens aged 13-17, where content is 

seen only by the user and people they 

choose. Users will still be able to decide 

to make their content public. 

Source: Link 

Facebook Accused of Unfairly Taking 

Content by Three Australian Publishers 

• Three Australian publishers of lifestyle 
content say Facebook used their 
articles on its just-launched news 
service after refusing to negotiate 
licensing deals, and that the country's 
tough new Internet law has failed to 
protect them. 

• Broadsheet Media, Urban List, and 
Concrete Playground, websites which 
publish entertainment news, reviews 
and listings, say that after the law was 
passed in February, they approached 
the social media giant about payment 
for their content. 

• Facebook knocked them back, calling 
their content unsuitable for its 
Facebook News platform. Nick Shelton, 
founder of Broadsheet Media said "To 
our surprise, we woke one morning last 
week and all of our content was there." 

• Australia this year passed a law that 
pressured Facebook and Alphabet's 
Google to sign deals with some of the 
country's biggest news companies by 
threatening government intervention. 

• The dispute highlights possible 
shortcomings in the controversial law. 
While most of Australia's main media 
firms have signed deals, some smaller 
outlets say the law has not stopped 
their content generating clicks and 
advertising revenue for Facebook 
without compensation. 

• Under the law, Facebook and Google 
must negotiate payment deals with 
outlets or a government-appointed 
arbitrator will do it for them, but a 
publisher must first prove its primary 
purpose is producing news and that it 
has been unfairly disqualified. 

• The three publishers said they want 
Facebook to come to the table to talk 
but if it declined, they may seek 
government intervention. 

Source: Link 

 

ANTITRUST 

NATIONAL 

Amazon to appoint independent sellers 

to take over Cloudtail business  

• Amazon India will appoint multiple 

independent sellers to take over 

business from Cloudtail, one of its 

largest sellers, to ensure that one 

vendor does not have a dominant 

position. 

• Amazon will not hold any stake either 

directly or indirectly in any of these mid-

sized sellers. This will provide several 

sellers to sell products of a brand on the 

online marketplace. 

• The move comes after Amazon said 

the joint venture that owns Cloudtail 

would be discontinued and cease to 

exist from May 2022. 

Source: Link 

INTERNATIONAL 

Facebook may have to sell Giphy on 

Britain's competition concerns  

• UK’s Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA) might require 

Facebook to sell GIF website Giphy 

after the country's competition 

regulator said its investigation found 

the deal between the two companies 

https://gadgets.ndtv.com/internet/news/google-ad-targeting-restrict-under-18-users-age-gender-interest-location-history-2507675
https://gadgets.ndtv.com/social-networking/news/facebook-news-australia-unfair-content-usage-taking-publishers-broadsheet-media-urban-list-concrete-playground-2508844
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/amazon-may-appoint-multiple-independent-sellers-report-7312431.html
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would harm competition in the display 

advertising market. 

• Facebook bought Giphy, a website for 

making and sharing animated images, 

or GIFs, in May last year to integrate it 

with its photo-sharing app, Instagram. 

The deal was pegged at $400 M by 

Axios. 

• The probe against into the deal began 

in January and in April, the CMA 

referred the deal to an in-depth 

investigation.  

• The CMA said that it has engaged with 

other agencies reviewing the deal to 

help the CMA's investigation, and is 

now inviting comments from interested 

parties by Sept. 2 for its provisional 

findings. 

• "Giphy's takeover could see Facebook 

withdrawing GIFs from competing 

platforms or requiring more user data in 

order to access them. It also removes a 

potential challenger to Facebook," said 

Stuart McIntosh, chair of the 

independent investigation for the CMA. 

Source: Link 

US lawmakers introduce bill to rein in 

Apple, Google app stores 

• Democratic Senators Richard 

Blumenthal and Amy Klobuchar 

teamed up with Republican Senator 

Marsha Blackburn to sponsor the bill, 

which would bar big app stores from 

requiring app providers to use their 

payment systems. It would also prohibit 

them from punishing apps that offer 

different prices or conditions through 

another app store or payment system. 

• "I found this predatory abuse of Apple 

and Google so deeply offensive on so 

many levels," Blumenthal said in an 

interview. "Their power has reached a 

point where they are impacting the 

whole economy in stifling and 

strangling innovation." 

• Apple's control over apps on its Store, 

and 15% to 30% commissions on 

digital sales have come under 

regulatory scrutiny. A federal judge is 

reviewing testimony to rule on an 

antitrust lawsuit by "Fortnite" creator 

Epic Games. 

Source: Link 

McDonald's faces Italian antitrust probe 

into franchise terms 

• Italy's antitrust authority AGCM will 

investigate McDonald's terms and 

conditions in its agreements with 

franchise operators following several 

complaints. 

• The AGCM move could put the U.S. 

fast-food chain at risk of a fine of as 

much as 10% of its global turnover if it 

is found guilty of breaching Italian 

antitrust rules. 

• McDonald's Italy said it was "certain of 

the correctness of our work" and open 

to collaborating with the agency. The 

group made $19.2 B in revenues in 

2020. 

• The watchdog said a series of 

pervasive and binding clauses on 

prices, promotions, stocks, supplies 

and purchases, financial management, 

among others, could be seen as 

elements of abusive conduct. 

• With 85% of its outlets operated by 

franchisees, franchising is an important 

business model for McDonald's. It has 

about 615 restaurants in Italy, 85% of 

which are not company owned. 

• McDonald's Italy said: "While we do not 

yet know details of the investigation 

launched by the Italian Competition 

Authority, we are open to collaborating 

with the Authority, and we are certain of 

the correctness of our work and of the 

role that McDonald's has had and 

continues to have in stimulating 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/facebook-may-have-to-sell-giphy-on-britains-competition-concerns/articleshow/85269448.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/us-lawmakers-introduce-bill-to-rein-in-apple-google-app-stores/articleshow/85261347.cms
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entrepreneurship and in supporting the 

country's economy." 

• McDonald's has 60 days to respond 

once it is notified and the investigation 

must be wrapped up by Dec. 31, 2022, 

the document said. 

Source: Link 

BFSI 

NATIONAL 

Bill to privatise state-run general 

insurance cos gets Parliament nod 

 

• A bill to allow privatisation of state-run 

general insurance companies got 

parliamentary assent after Rajya 

Sabha passed it with a voice vote amid 

tearing of papers and vociferous 

protest by opposition parties. 

• The General Insurance Business 

(Nationalisation) Amendment Bill, 2021 

was passed by the Lok Sabha on 

August 2. 

• According to the statement of objects 

and reasons of the general insurance 

amendment bill, it seeks to remove the 

requirement that the central 

government should hold not less than 

51 per cent of the equity capital in a 

specified insurer. 

• To provide for greater private 

participation in the public sector 

insurance companies, enhance 

insurance penetration and social 

protection, better secure the interests 

of policyholders and contribute to faster 

growth of the economy, it has become 

necessary to amend certain provisions 

of the act, according to the bill. 

• There are four general insurance 

companies in the public sector - 

National Insurance Company Limited, 

New India Assurance Company 

Limited, Oriental Insurance Company 

Limited and the United India Insurance 

Company Limited. 

 

Source: Link 

India to list LIC by current fiscal year 

end, says govt official  

• The Indian government expects to list 

state-owned Life Insurance Corp (LIC) 

which is the biggest insurer in the 

country and is wholly owned by the 

government by the end of the current 

fiscal year, and collect 500 B rupees 

($6.72 B) as dividends from state-run 

companies, a senior finance ministry 

official said.  

• The government also expects to 

complete selling state-owned refiner 

Bharat Petroleum NSE 1.51 % Corp Ltd 

and national carrier Air India in the 

current fiscal year that runs through 

March 2022, said Tuhin Kanta Pandey, 

secretary, department of investment 

and public asset management. 

Source: Link 

TAXATION 

NATIONAL 

Government brings bill to scrap 

retrospective taxation. 

• Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

tabled a bill in the Lok Sabha that is 

likely to help settle festering disputes 

with Cairn Energy Plc, Vodafone Group 

Plc and 15 other companies over 

retrospective tax demands by the 

government. 

• The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 

2021, seeks to nullify the tax claims 

raised based on retrospective use of an 

anti-evasion tax law amendment 

introduced in 2012. 

• According to the new bill, tax claims 

made on offshore transactions 

executed before 28 May 2012, when 

the amendment to the Income Tax Act 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/mcdonald-s-faces-italian-antitrust-probe-into-franchise-terms-121081100065_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/bill-to-privatise-state-run-general-insurance-cos-gets-parliament-nod-121081101770_1.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/india-to-list-lic-by-current-fiscal-year-end-says-govt-official/articleshow/85234016.cms?from=mdr
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brought out by the previous United 

Progressive Alliance government took 

effect, will be nullified, subject to riders. 

• The government was ordered to return 

$1.7 B to Cairn Energy after it lost 

arbitration proceedings. The company 

subsequently secured a freeze order 

on Indian assets from a Paris court. 

Vodafone Group also won a similar tax 

dispute with the government over a $3 

B tax demand. 

• This is a welcome move for foreign 

investors and is in line with the 

government’s commitment to creating a 
non-adversarial tax environment. 

Source: Link  

ARBITRATION 

NATIONAL 

Future Coupons, Biyani and family 
move Supreme Court to challenge Delhi 
HC order 
 
• Future Coupons, Kishore Biyani and 

his family have filed a special leave 

petition in the Supreme Court against a 

March order by a Delhi HC single 

judge, which had put Future Group’s 
deal to sell its retail assets to Reliance 

Retail on hold. 

• In his March ruling, Justice JR Midha 

had said Future Retail, Future Coupons 

and group founder Biyani were in 

violation of an October interim order of 

the Singapore International Arbitration 

Centre (SIAC) that had restrained 

Future Retail from selling its assets to 

Reliance Retail till it decided on 

Amazon’s challenge. Justice Midha 
had also imposed a 20 lakh fine on 

Biyani and directed Future Group to 

approach the authorities to recall all 

approvals granted to the Future-

Reliance Retail deal. 

 

Source: Link 

INTERNATIONAL 

Airbnb to enforce new arbitration rules 

for sexual harassment and assault 

• Airbnb is dropping its sexual 

harassment and assault arbitration 

policy and rules for hosts and guests, a 

similar change that it made for its 

employees back in 2018.  

• Airbnb says that the ‘survivors’ or 
victims of sexual harassment and 

assault should be able to bring their 

claims in any format they please, and 

arbitration should not be a compulsion 

on them. This move by the company 

will officially allow victims/survivors to 

make the case as what suits them best. 

Since 2019, Airbnb has not forced the 

court to move the claims from their 

employees, guests and hosts to 

arbitration, nor does it plan to do this in 

the future, as per the company notices. 

• Forced arbitration is the thing of the 

past now and companies are 

embracing the new techniques of 

dispute resolution concerning sexual 

harassment and assault. 

Source: Link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.livemint.com/companies/news/government-introduces-bill-in-lok-sabha-for-settlement-with-cairn-vodafone-11628171653995.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/retail/future-coupons-biyani-and-family-move-sc/articleshow/85284660.cms
https://techstory.in/airbnb-to-enforce-new-arbitration-rules-for-sexual-harassment-and-assault/
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The weekly roundup is only for information purposes. Nothing contained herein is, purports to be, or is intended as 

legal advice and you should seek legal advice before you act on any information or view expressed herein.  

Endeavoured to accurately reflect the subject matter of this alert, without any representation or warranty, express 

or implied, in any manner whatsoever in connection with the contents of this. This isn’t an attempt to solicit business 
in any manner. 

Source: Economic Times, Gadget 360, Money Control, Tech story, Business Standard, Livemint.

 


