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TBA Bulletin # 41 

Week gone by- June 15 – 21, 2021 

Anti-Trust- Apple CEO Tim Cook is aiming at the proposed European rules as they threaten 

the security systems of iPhones.  

 

Amazon and Flipkart’s plea sought to restrain CCI order from restarting its investigation into 

alleged deep discounts has been dismissed by Karnataka HC.  

 

CCI in another matter is deciding the case of MMT and FabHotels, Afresh from the start. 

Google’s Adtech business set to face EU probe by year end. 

EdTech- MSMEx has raised $1 million in a Pre-Series A funding round co-led by Razorpay 

and the international investment firm TNF Investments. 

HealthTech- MEDIFLASH a new French startup that wants to improve temp staffing in 
healthcare facilities, such as nursing homes, clinics, and mental health facilities. It recently 
raised a $2 million funding round (€1.7 million) led by Firstminute Capital 
 

Tech- Mark Zuckerberg’s Facebook has been publicly testing the audio rooms feature in 
Taiwan with public figures, recently the company hosted its first public test of Live Audio Rooms 
in the U.S. The event itself was hosted by Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg, who chatted with 
fellow execs and creators to talk about their gaming journeys. The experience of using the Live 
Audio Room is very much like what you’d expect on another platform, like Clubhouse or Twitter 
Spaces. 

 
Supreme Court has given LinkedIn another chance to stop a rival company from scraping 

personal information from users’ public profiles. 

 

ANTI-TRUST  

INTERNATIONAL 

Tim Cook says proposed EU tech rules 

threaten security of iPhones. 

• Apple CEO Tim Cook took aim at 

proposed European rules which aimed 

at curbing the power of U.S. tech 

giants, saying they could pose security 

and privacy risks to iPhones.  

• Tim Cook also spoke on Digital Markets 

Act (DMA), “parts were good but others 

were not. He said he feared the draft 

rules would lead to more installing of 

apps that do not come via Apple's App 

Store, or "side-loading”. 

• He further added “It would destroy the 

security of the iPhone, and a lot of the 

privacy initiatives that we've built into 

the App Store or the privacy intrusion 

labels and app-tracking transparency," 

for “this would be an ultimate way of 

getting apps onto the iPhone”.  

• In the same timeline EU lawmaker 

Andreas Schwab said they wanted to 

beef up the legislation and narrow its 

scope to big tech companies like 

Google, Apple, Facebook and Amazon. 

LINK: Link  

Google's Adtech business set to face 

formal EU probe by year-end. 

• Google all set to face the EU antitrust 

regulators which is going to open an 

investigation into its digital advertising 

business by the end of the year. This 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-05-11/facebook-begins-testing-clubhouse-rival-expanding-audio-suite
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/tim-cook-says-proposed-eu-tech-rules-threaten-security-of-iphones/articleshow/83582308.cms
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could be a new front against Google by 

the EU competition enforcer.  

• The company had been fined more 

than 8 billion euros in the last decade 

for blocking rivals in online shopping, 

Android smartphones and online 

advertising.  

• EU probe would focus on Google’s 

position with respect to advertisers, 

publishers, intermediaries and rivals 

indicating deeper scrutiny than the 

French antitrust agency’s case.  

• The tech-giant made $147 billion in 

revenue from online ads last year which 

includes ads through search, YouTube 

and Gmail, accounted for the bulk of 

sales and profits. About 16% of 

revenue came from it display or 

network business where other media 

companies use Google technology to 

sell ads on their website and apps.  

• The EU inquiry could end up targeting 

all of Google's ad empire. Market 

researcher eMarketer expects Google 

to control 27% of global online ad 

spending this year, including 57% for 

search ads and 10% of display. 

LINK: Link 

NATIONAL 

Flipkart, Amazon challenge Karnataka 

High Court order on CCI probe. 

• Flipkart and Amazon India have 

separately appealed to a division bench 

of the Karnataka High Court against the 

High Court’s order last week that paved 

the way for the Competition 

Commission of India (CCI) to probe 

both the e-commerce companies.  

• HC dismissed their plea that sought to 

restrain India’s antitrust regulator from 

restarting its investigation into alleged 

deep discounting practices and biased 

treatment of select sellers.  

• The CCI ordered the probe in January 

last year after trade bodies, such as the 

Confederation of All India Traders 

(CAIT) and Delhi Vyapar Mahasangh 

(DVM) which alleged that Amazon India 

and Flipkart were offering deep 

discounts – that were predatory in 

nature – to customers, as well as 

favourable terms to select sellers.  

• CAIT's Secretary General Praveen 

Khandelwal termed Amazon and 

Flipkart’s move as "desperate". “The 

speed at which they have rushed to 

court to file an appeal itself shows their 

involvement in illegal and malafide 

practices causing harm to small 

merchants and the Indian economy. 

• On the other hand, Amazon and CCI 

said did not possess enough prima 

facie evidence to order such an inquiry. 

They said that the regulator should 

have consulted the companies and 

allowed them to make their case before 

ordering a probe. 

LINK: Link 

OYO-MakeMyTrip Vs FabHotels-Treebo: 

CCI Asked To Decide the Case Afresh. 

• The two-judge bench of the Gujarat HC 

has set aside the interim relief granted 

to FabHotels and Treebo by the 

competition regulator and has allowed 

OYO to file its objections before the 

CCI within 2 weeks’ time.  

• Aggrieved by the order of CCI directing 

MMT- Goibobo to relist FabHotels and 

Treebo’s properties on its portal, OYO 

has approached the HC to set aside the 

order.  

• OYO stated that it is a necessary party 

and will be adversely affected by the 

directions granted by the CCI. It was 

not served any notice or opportunity 

before the CCI passed its interim 

directions, leading to the violation of 

principles of natural justice and fair 

play.  

• After noting the consensus between all 

the parties and the CCI, the HC 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/googles-adtech-business-set-to-face-formal-eu-probe-by-year/articleshow/83640215.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/amazon-flipkart-challenge-hc-order-to-stall-cci-probe/articleshow/83597910.cms
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concluded that the matter should be 

decided afresh where OYO is given 

opportunity to present its case.  

• The Hon’ble HC has also directed the 

CCI to decide on FabHotels and 

Treebo’s request for interim relief within 

four weeks. 

LINK: Link 

EDTECH 

NATIONAL 

MSMEx raises $1 million in ‘Pre-Series 

A’ funding from Razorpay, TNF 

Investments. 

• MSME EdTech Company MSMEx has 

raised $1 million in a pre-Series A 

funding round co-led by Razorpay and 

the international investment firm TNF 

Investment.  

• This funding will be used to develop 

new intuitive technologies, which 

includes a deep learning-based 

recommender system, a live chat 

system, an AI-based behaviour 

analytics system, and scale its 

operations to serve more users.  

• MSMEx founder Amit Kumar said, 

“Only 0.5% of micro businesses are 

able to scale up and graduate to the 

next level in India, while the 

comparative figures for China and the 

USA are at 25% and 45% respectively”.  

• Further stated that, “Not every micro 

business owner gets access to world-

class business education or mentors 

and advisors, as 90% of them are 

located outside metro cities.  

• Founded in 2019, the platform has over 

half a million users representing micro 

and small businesses from over 1,200 

cities across India. 

LINK: Link 

HEALTHTECH 

INTERNATIONAL 

• MEDIFLASH a new French startup that 
wants to improve temp staffing in 
healthcare facilities, such as nursing 
homes, clinics and mental health 
facilities. The company positions itself 
as an alternative to traditional temp 
staffing agencies. They claim to offer 
better terms for both caregivers and 
institutions; 
 

• Mediflash recently raised a $2 million 
funding round (€1.7 million) led 
by Firstminute Capital. Several 
business angels are also participating, 
such as Alexandre Fretti (Malt), 
Alexandre Lebrun (Nabla), Simon 
Dawlat (Batch.com) and 
Marie Outtier (Aiden.ai, acquired by 
Twitter).  

 
LINK: Link  
 
TECH 

INTERNATIONAL 

Supreme Court revives LinkedIn case to 

protect user’s data from web scrapers. 

• LinkedIn loses its case against Hiq 

Labs in 2019 after the U.S. Ninth Circuit 

Court of Appeals ruled that the CFAA 

does not prohibit a company from 

scraping data that is publicly accessible 

on the internet.  

• SC has given LinkedIn another chance 

to stop a rival company from scraping 

personal information from users’ public 

profiles, a practice LinkedIn says 

should be illegal but one that could 

have broad ramifications for internet 

researchers and archivists   

• The Microsoft-owned social network 

argued that the mass scraping of its 

users’ profiles was in violation of the 

Computer Fraud and Abuse Act, or 

CFAA, which prohibits accessing a 

computer without authorization.  

• Journalists and archivists have long 

scraped public data as a way to save 

and archive copies of old or defunct 

websites before they shut down. But 

https://www.bloombergquint.com/law-and-policy/oyo-makemytrip-vs-fabhotels-treebo-cci-asked-to-decide-the-case-afresh
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/sme-sector/msmex-raises-1-million-in-pre-series-a-funding-from-razorpay-tnf-investments/articleshow/83632592.cms
https://link.techcrunch.com/click/24194964.356183/aHR0cHM6Ly90ZWNoY3J1bmNoLmNvbS8yMDIxLzA2LzE4L21lZGlmbGFzaC1pcy1hLWZyZWVsYW5jZXItbWFya2V0cGxhY2UtZm9yLWhlYWx0aC1wcm9mZXNzaW9uYWxzLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPVRDbmV3c2xldHRlciZ0cGNjPVRDZGFpbHluZXdzbGV0dGVy/5f493dd1c20fa911c40beffcB8d123394
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other cases of web scraping have 

sparked anger and concerns over 

privacy and civil liberties.  

• In 2019, a security researcher scraped 

millions of Venmo transactions, which 

the company does not make private by 

default. Clearview AI, a controversial 

facial recognition startup, claimed it 

scraped over 3 billion profile photos 

from social networks without their 

permission. 

LINK: Link 

Facebook to announce its own entrant, 
which Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
demoed this week with other executives 
at the company 
 

• In April, Facebook announced a slew of 
new audio products, including its 
Clubhouse clone, called Live Audio 
Rooms, which will be available across 
both Facebook and Messenger.  

• Since May, Facebook has 
been publicly testing the audio rooms 
feature in Taiwan with public figures, 
but today the company hosted its first 
public test of Live Audio Rooms in the 
U.S. The event itself was hosted by 
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg, who 
chatted with fellow execs and creators. 

• The creators used their time in the Audio 
Room to talk more about their gaming 
journeys on Facebook, what kind of 
games they were streaming and other 
gaming-related matters. Zuckerberg 
also briefly teased new gaming features, 
including a new type of post, coming 
soon, called “Looking for Players.” This 
post type will help creators find others in 
the community to play games with while 
they’re streaming. 

• In addition, badges that are earned from 
livestreams will now carry over to fan 
groups, Zuckerberg said, adding that it 
was a highly requested feature by 
creators and fans alike. 

• Fan groups will also now become 
available to all partnered creators on 
Facebook Gaming, starting today, and 
will roll out to others in the coming 
weeks. 

 

LINK: Link  
  

 

 

 

 

 

The weekly roundup is only for information purposes. Nothing contained herein is, purports to 

be, or is intended as legal advice and you should seek legal advice before you act on any 

information or view expressed herein.  

Endeavoured to accurately reflect the subject matter of this alert, without any representation 

or warranty, express or implied, in any manner whatsoever in connection with the contents of 

this. This isn’t an attempt to solicit business in any manner. 

Source Credits: Economic Times, Mint, Bloomberg, TechCrunch, The Wall Street Journal, 

NDTV Gadget 360, CPO Magazine, Nikkei Asia Review, LiveLaw.

 

https://techcrunch.com/2021/06/14/supreme-court-revives-linkedin-bid-to-protect-user-data-from-web-scrapers/?utm_medium=TCnewsletter&tpcc=TCdailynewsletter
https://techcrunch.com/2021/04/19/facebook-invests-in-audio-with-short-form-soundbites-feature-podcast-support-and-a-clubhouse-clone/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-05-11/facebook-begins-testing-clubhouse-rival-expanding-audio-suite
https://link.techcrunch.com/click/24200362.145435/aHR0cHM6Ly90ZWNoY3J1bmNoLmNvbS8yMDIxLzA2LzE1L2ZhY2Vib29rLWNlby1tYXJrLXp1Y2tlcmJlcmctaG9zdHMtZmlyc3QtdGVzdC1vZi1saXZlLWF1ZGlvLXJvb21zLWluLXUtcy8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1UQ25ld3NsZXR0ZXImdHBjYz1UQ3Jldmlld25ld3NsZXR0ZXI/5f493dd1c20fa911c40beffcB60d09f92

