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Tech Edition #34A 

Week gone by- 20th – 27th April, 2021 

The tech sector has been the spectator of some crucial changes in this week. Google meet 

has undergone some modifications such as it got a refreshed UI, multipinning coupled with 

autozoom. Apple on the other hand has come up with new AirTags which aids owners to 

locate their lost objects. Social media platform Facebook is introducing some new 

capabilities for video advertisers on Facebook and Instagram. Apple is launching its latest 

version of mobile operating system- iOS 14.5 which brought into effect a new feature called 

App Tracking Transparency. At National Level, the Government is seeking permission from 

SpaceX in order to offer satellite Internet Service in the country.  

 

INTERNATIONAL 

 

Google Meet gets a refreshed UI, 

multipinning, autozoom and much 

more. 

• Google Meet is getting a number of 

updates, including a new user 

interface to make the controls more 

visible (rather than hiding them in 

menus), the ability to pin multiple video 

feeds, autozoom (which will 

automatically place you in the center 

of the frame) and background 

replacement, starting with just a few 

scenes. 

• The new UI won’t change too much 

but will put the controls and features 

right at the users fingertips instead of 

hiding them in a menu. 

 

Link: Link  

 

First findings with Apple’s new AirTag 

location devices. 

 

• AirTags are Apple’s new Tile 

competitor designed to help owners 

locate lost objects. They use Bluetooth 

technology to announce their presence 

to nearby devices with iOS 14.5 or 

above.  

• The basic way that AirTags work, by 

using Bluetooth beaconing technology 

to announce their presence to any 

nearby devices running iOS 13 and 

above. These quiet pings are 

encrypted and invisible (usually) to any 

passer-by, especially if they are with 

their owners. This means that no one 

ever knows which device actually 

“located” your AirTag, not even Apple.  

• As with anything to do with location, 

security and privacy are a top of mind 

situation for AirTags, and Apple has 

some protections in place.  

• AirTags cannot be shared - they are 

meant to be owned by one person. 

The special privileges offered by 

people in your iCloud Family Sharing 

Group is that they can silence the 

“unknown AirTag nearby” alerts 

indefinitely. This makes AirTags useful 

for things like shared sets of keys or 

maybe even a family pet. This means 

that AirTags will not show up on your 

family Find My section like other iOS 

devices might.   

• Another privacy feature includes a 

“warning” that will trigger after some 

time that a tag is in your proximity and 

NOT in the proximity of its owner (aka, 

traveling with you perhaps in a bag or 

car). Choices are then to make the tag 

play a sound to locate it; look at its 

information, including serial number; 

and disable it by removing its battery. 

 

Link: Link 

https://techcrunch.com/2021/04/21/google-meet-gets-a-refreshed-ui-multi-pinning-autozoom-and-more/?utm_medium=TCnewsletter&tpcc=TCdailynewsletter
https://techcrunch.com/2021/04/22/first-findings-with-apples-new-airtag-location-devices/?utm_medium=TCnewsletter&tpcc=TCdailynewsletter
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Facebook tests topic targeting for in-

stream video ads. 

• Facebook is announcing some new 

capabilities for video advertisers on 

Facebook and Instagram, as well as 

new numbers about the potential 

audience that those ads might reach. 

• It boasts of 2 billion people each month 

who watch videos that are eligible for 

in-stream ads.  

• 70% of in-stream ads are watched to 

completion, with its studies showing 

that by adding a Facebook In-Stream 

campaign to ad purchases. 

 

• Ads will be tested in its short-form 

Instagram Reels format, initially in 

India, Brazil, Germany and Australia.  

 

• up to 30 seconds long, and users can 

interact with them in the same ways 

they interact with organic Reels 

content (liking, sharing, and skipping). 

 

Link: Link 

 

Apple The latest version of Apple’s 

mobile operating system- iOS 14.5- is 

launching today and with it comes a 

much-discussed new privacy feature 

called App Tracking Transparency. 

• Apple released the latest version of its 

mobile operating system today, which 

includes the much-discussed App 

Tracking Transparency feature, 

allowing users to control which apps 

are sharing their data with third parties 

for ad-targeting purposes. 

• iPhone owners will see more privacy 

prompts each one asking for 

permission to “track your activity 

across other companies’ apps and 

websites.”  

• Every app tracking permission will also 

show up in a Tracking menu within the 

broader iOS Privacy settings. 

• What does turning tracking on or off 

actually do? If you say no to tracking, 

the app will no longer be able to use 

Apple’s IDFA identifier to share data 

about your activity with data brokers 

and other third parties for ad-targeting 

purposes. 

• The app can no longer use other 

identifiers (like hashed email 

addresses) to track you, although it 

may be more challenging for Apple to 

actually enforce that part of the policy. 

 

Link: Link 

  

NATIONAL  

 

India to seek permission from SpaceX 

for offering satellite Internet Service. 

 

• The Government of India will ask 

SpaceX Technologies before offering 

its Starlink satellite internet service in 

the country to apply for relevant 

permits under India’s telecom rules. 

• It will ask the company to share the 

details of its India plans in order to 

understand whether it requires both 

internet service provider (ISP) and 

very small aperture terminal (VSAT) 

service authorizations under unified 

licence regulations or just one to offer 

its high speed satellite service in India. 

• According to DoT it must comply with 

the laws of the lank and seek the 

relevant licence and authorizations 

that are required. 

• According to the website of the 

company, it expects rendering internet 

connectivity to Indian users in 2022. 

 

Link: Link

 

https://techcrunch.com/2021/04/22/facebook-video-ad-growth-targeting/?utm_medium=TCnewsletter&tpcc=TCdailynewsletter
https://techcrunch.com/2021/04/26/apples-app-tracking-transparency-feature-has-arrived-heres-what-you-need-to-know/?utm_medium=TCnewsletter&tpcc=TCdailynewsletter
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/technology/india-to-ask-spacex-to-seek-permit-for-offering-satellite-internet-service/articleshow/82207792.cms
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The #weekgoneby is a weekly roundup, is only for information purposes. Nothing contained 

herein is, purports to be, or is intended as legal advice and you should seek legal advice 

before you act on any information or view expressed herein.  

Endeavoured to accurately reflect the subject matter of this alert, without any representation 

or warranty, express or implied, in any manner whatsoever in connection with the contents of 

this. This isn’t an attempt to solicit business in any manner. 

Source Credits: Mint, Economic Times Bloomberg, TechCrunch, The Wall Street Journal, 

NDTV Gadget360,  

 

 


